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ABSTRACT 



The presence of library programs and their 
relationship to academic programs of Native American Studies were 
surveyed in 27 institutions of higher education. Institutions 
surveyed were those v/ith {1) a program for recruiting American 
Indians^ (2) a distinct staff devoted to American Indians, and (3) 
some coarse about American Indians offered in a Native American 
Studies program or in conjunction with another departments The study 
revealed that most special library programs were under the control of 
the campus library; that the average collection size was 1,500 
volumes for or about Native Americans; and that personnel commitment 
per library averaged less than 1 full-time equivalent working with a 
Native American library program* An expanded acquisitions program was 
rated the most needed library service. Major problems pointed up by 
the survey included the lack of definite personnel cornixiitments to 
library" programs for Native American studies, the absence of 
professional librarians who are American Indians, and the lack of 
adequate funding in addition to normal library budgeting. The survey 
instrument, a list of participating institutions, and a tabulation of 
survey responses are appended. (JH) 
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TO /L'^iSRlCAil S.eiiriTpIS ITT C0LT.)-:GFS 

AtID TJiO.TSRGITnG'S 

by Charlie," To’.m.l.e;/ 



”We desperately need llbi-e,ry servicers for our stadents. bavc<(^^o ct 
in I'Tative /urioricaxi Culttvte a.nd niust search off— catipiis facilitlos for 
clciss s.ssigrj’nerits . This fi'ta'beTr.snt. ejiprosse.s tho great need for effe&4^§§2' 
library service for rninoritj^ studies programs in general, and Amorican Indians 




In particular . In an effort to learn vhettier these ncocls vare being met, I 
designed a survey to G.stabl.lsh the presence o,nd rG3.atioriGh'j.p of library progr&.i.'is 
to acaderriic programs of Native American Studies, as %-ell as tile strengths .''.nd 
■Vfettkricsses of the library progra;nG thcmsolvcBV (Appeiidio: l) 



In Pebi‘uar 5 '-, 1 %'!^ the survey form v;as maiD.ed to directors of libraries and 
directors of riative Amer5.ca,n studies piograrns at 58 institutions of higher 
e'duc8,tion. The selection of these 38 instltutloriS vks casual and haplmj^ard at 
best. Then and now no corDprehenslve list of institvtbio-.is offei’ing Native 
American Studies programs exi.sts , A number of published works wero searched in 
an attempt to identify these institutd.ons , ' Surveys vrere sent to those wMch 
obviously had programs and to those where it seemed that programs might be starting. 
This initial sample proved to be overbroad | it was therefore decided tha,t only 
those institutions meeting the following criteria would bo selected for aimlysis: 

1 ) a program for reci'Uiting American Dlndians had to be prenent; 2) a, diGtinct 
staff devoted to Atnerican Indians had to exist j and 3) somo fori.x of course 
about American Indians had to be offered by the program itself or in conjtinction 
with another department. Respondents who did not meet these cidtei-ia were 
excluded. Of the 38 institutions queried, eleven did not meet the criteria 
or did not reply. Hence, this study is based on the replies of 27 institu- 
tions. (Table II) 



Results, shown in tabular form in Table 1, indicate the pi’csent relation- 
diip of library programs to academic programs,' More than half the institutions 
(17 of 27) have some foi-m of I'lbrary px'Ogram . Nineteen individual library 
progx-ams exist. Most of them ( 15 ) are under the control of the campus llbrai'y, 
Tv 70 institutions have library ijrograTns entirely controlled by the academic 
programs and two other institutions have two library progrsris one in the academic 
program and the other in the campus library. 

Also appearing in Table 1 are data showing strengths and weaknesses of the 
various library programs, accoi-ding to administrative organization, sources of 
funding,, book budge't, pei'sonnel, holdings, and services, vrithin campus libraries 
control of the library program is diffuse. Some institutions have special 
collections or find the whole library devoted to serving thea.r academic program. 
Others have library programs in acquisitions or public services. Book purchases 
are usually funded from normal operating funds - -the book budgets of the eampus 
library and academic departmentai funds. Some library progra.ms received 
partial funding from, outside sources. Only two library programs have total 
outside suppor't. Book budget figures indicate a modest amount of support. The 
response to this question however, was small and the media.n figure of IjOOO/year 
is probably not representative. Personnel and more importantly FTE figures 
show a median figure of personnel- comraltmenb at ,93* This figure is based on 
the replies of eight library programs. Eleven library programs have no definite 
commitmeiit of staff time or did not answer the question. 
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Holdings indicate that collections are roughly similar in size, from 1,000- 
2^000 titles. The median size of 1,500 volumes falls well %'?ithin this range 
as well. A few largei* collections exist at the University of Oklahoma, Pt, lisvjis 
College, and Navajo Community College, 
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ServleeSj indicated in Table 1, should not be ta,ken as -uMfonT) in all 
cases* The* tejnas used in this section of the survey vmre left c^nclefined, 
yot responses ir.evy be used to indicate intent. Among the libraries surveyed, 
an expanded acquisitions program is rated as most important, A sox>arate 
reading room or cata3.og is least important. Supplemental reference service, 
including specialized reference sorvlco and bibliographies, falls somsvrhere 
in the- rnlddle, 

Kev? library programs have developed specialized services . For example, 
two library programs provide incoming students compensatory training in libra I'y 
use. The Library of the University of New Mexico School of Lovr edits the 
Arnerican Indig,n Law New s letter. Two library programs use the Library of 
Congress/bkiahoma Dapartment of Libraries "Machine Readable Cataloging. (M/j.RC) 
Seloctive Dissemination of Infoi’raation (S.D.X,) Service, Tlnls seryiee, 
described in detail in the Journg.l of Library Auto'.natlOD , v',3, no. A (December 
1 ' 970)3 provides its subscribers with L.C, catalog copy on a weekly basis 
as books about Ainericaii Indians ere cataloged at Library of Congress. Pre- 
publication cataloging is included in this service and will enhance its 
timeliness as it is more fully implemented. Both subscribers use the service 
for oirdering, cataloging, and S.D.I. to faculty and staff, Brigham Young 
University rnaintalns a separate reference catalog of all Li,brary of Congress 
cards on A.inerican Indians . The University of California ait Los Angeles 
±s participating in a project to establish a separate and c-jqjanded catalog 
of inateri.a3.s on ethnic jainorities in UCIA libi-arles, including bi'anch and 
independent libraries, . , 

What inferences may be drawn from the data? Most important is tlmt 
American Indiari library programs have been developed. More than half the 
academic programs have been matched by library programs. Most of the 
academic programs in this survey are relatively new. These factorB 
indicate the rapid growth of a desire for spacialized library service. 

Similar pressure for library progress should be anticipated whenever academic 
progr=tjiii!s are established for and about American Indians. 

Most library programs are housed in the ca'^pus library. This is due, 
in this writer's opinion, to several factors* libraries* traditional reticence 
to surrender control over any aspect of library service j in-house budget 
priorities of academic programs^ lack of spiaoe and trained personnel in the 
acadeiiiic program. If such cirourasteinces cotlinue partieula.rly if academic 
programs are unable to find trained personnel and outside funds, library 
programs -will remain largely in campus libraries. 

The diffuse administrative location of the library programs within 
ecjupus libraries might Indicate uncertainty as to where to place responsibility 
for such a mttlti-nlsciplinary program. Ethnic studies programs are broader 
than most.' Classification systems break dovm in serving this type of program. 
Nominally to ach3.eve unity, a eollection must be separated from the general. 




"The Indian Law Collection of the UlM School of law Iilbrary is 
intended to be a specialized research collection to be used by 
tribal, leaders, attorneys, and scholars needing information on 
all aspects of Aunerlcan Indian La%^, from primitive and traditions,! 
legal institutions to the complex tribal, federal, and state 
governmental relationsllips of today. Our scope also includes 
materials in re3,ated ai'eas such as economic and social problams, 
tribal politics, and government and Indian ccxnmunity development." 

Joe Sabatjnl, Assistant Librarian, University of New Mexico Law Library 
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holdinoG* l^ortmiatGly Arnf^rican Indian materialB^ \7±iSh f'ov? exceptions lav?^ 

literature^ and bi-bliogi-aphy) are housed togetbGr both in Dev?cy and Library of 
Congress classifications. One inight conclude from this that library programs 
\ritliout separate collections for American Indian tiiaterials would be located in 
the generOrl area of the nocial sciences. Yet they are not. Vniy? Correctly 
most 1/111 follow the emphasis of che academic progT'am. Thus at two institutions 
whore the academic program strosses teacher education^ tha library program is a 
responsiblility of the edueabion librarian. In such circuristances it is doxdDtful 
that any "right" p3^xce or uniformity of response wiD,l develop. Library programs will 
be where they meet the needs of the aca.demic progi'avji* 

The results of tlrls BMir/ey indicate that the two factors of funding and 
personnel are interconnected. All point to one general! 5?.at ion: at this early 

date in the dovolopment of both acaderiiic and library programs for and about 
American IndianSj the library programs have been specified^ but not significantly 
enlarged. Funding for libra,ry materials is modest in scope. Local funding can 
be inci^eased only to a. limited extent where funds must be sproad among all 
disciplines. Outside sources are either unavailable^ have not been sought^ 
or a,re quite small. Particularly noticeable is the absence of any Federal 
program designed to atigment significantly the development of these library 
programs. In the case of American Indians more than with any other group^ 
the Federal government Is charged to support education* Only eight library 
prograTiis indicat-c a definite commitment of staff tin;e. Consequently without 
the funding necGssary to develop a research collection^ without personnel. to 
staff it^ and regardless of good intentions all round g one must conclude the 
existing library programs are more appe^rent' than real. Without alteration 
of priorities by the institutional adminisbratd.cn and/or increased availability 
of funds, this state of affairs is likely to continue. 

The quality of material also creates a problem. For example, a large 
collection of Indian captivity narratives will be of much more intex^est to 
the American social historian than to the Indian studies student. Works . 
on beadwork or Indian mediclnQ, items formerly considered popular and 
occult, respectivaly, are now In the highest legitimate demand, "The 
greatest deficiency is, as would be expected, materia.! by Indians about 
current Indiaxx activities and organisations,"^ Xnaddjtlon to expanded collections,’ 
such changes in collect ion goals will need to be made if a successful program 
is to be established. 

As stated earlier, the data on services is suspect except as a guide to 
priorities. E^anded acquisitions are the nmior goal* Most library progrqms 
are concerned about inadequate collections. It is likely that additional 
collections would be considered valuable to the institution as a whole. This 
being the case, campus libraries are likely to opt for those acquisitions 
objectives that suppoi’t the whole institution. Contrariwise, few plans are 
in progress to establish separate reading rooms designed for the exclusive 
use of particular academio pro.grams. The rationale for this is conceivably 
that there is little enough money as it is, and the added expense in duplication 



**A11 materials are geared toward making this state a center for the 
American Indian now,’- 

Alice Timmons, Assistant Librarian, The Frank Phillips Collection, 
University of Oklahoma 
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and personnel more that! cancels potential benefits in. service. 

Ill this writer's opinions these two attitudes , increased book funds and 
minimal special sei'vices to some extent exemplify the processing orientata.on 
of acadGmic H.ibrary service: buy it, process itj and let the student find. at. 

True to this pattern additlonaD. services fa.ll in between. In some cases 
additional service such as library training for disadvantaged students may 
obviate the need for a separate reading rociUa Honetlieless it occurs to this 
writer that additional services and/or a reading room> etc. are required if 
any genuine attempt is to be rAade to meet the needs for libra,ry service. 

For disadvantaged GtudentSj particularly AmcrJ.can Indians who possess nn 

oral tradition j a llbrar;r is a foreign thing. Yet to compete successfully these 

students must be tra,ined in its use. 



In a word, the present condition and potentla3. for these library programs 
is hopeful. At this early stage In the developsient of both the academic and 
library programs the situation is still too fluid to indicate progress or 
set of common goals. Academic programs support the concept of librai'y service 
and libraries are wi3d.ing to make an attempt to house and fund them. Yet 
major problems still remain to be solved: the lack of definite personne3. 

commitments to the library programs j the absotice of professi.onal librarians 
who are American Indians j the lack of adequate funding in addition to norinal 
library budgetings and agreement on standard operational definitions. All 
these are yet to come. With continued support from academi programs and the 
libraries, these beginning lib.vary programs will take on a Bigniflcance of 
their own. 

Charles Townley 

American Indlaii Bibllogi'apher 

Library 

University of California 
Santa EB.rbarB>, California 
17 December 1971 



" The College Library has been very cooperative in assisting thG 
Ethnic Studies Center in obtaining materials for total campus use. 

The Native America.n Studies Prograiii does not have a library estab- 
lished specifically for their own use,” 

Morgan Otis, Director, Native American Studies, Sacramento State College 

"The sheer time required to establish standard library policies and 
proceedures, select and acquire materials to support programs in all 
areas of Instruction, provide readers services, etc, makes the 
specialized effort of bibliographical work for distribution in a 
general way almost impossible. Bibliographical effort is in effect 
an att^pt to locate and deliver pertinent materials for particular 
students on particular topics needed in particular projects.” 

Bernard E, Richardson, Director of Library Services, Navajo Community 
College . 
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FOOTNOTES 



1. Reply or Leonard Srrrithj Coordinator, American Indian Studies, Fresno 
State College. 

2, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Scholars hi ps for Americ a n Indi a n Youth . j 

Westei'n Intei''statG Commission For Higher Education, Ui'ban and Minority 
pj/ograms in Western Colleg es and Universities, 1969~W T'r~a^r 
American ‘ ^ ““ 



5. Reply of B,E. Richs,rdson, Librarian , Navajo Community College, 

A. Robert P, Haro, "T'no Floating Academic Librarian," American Lihrarles ,!! 

(December 1971) j 1169-1173- This article presents an interesting intei’prete-tion 
of academic libraries overemphasis of processing functions. 
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Table II 



PARTICIPANTS 

WHO mm CRITEHI/l 
FOR IKCLUSIOK IH SURVEY 



University of Alaska 

Arizona State University 

Bacone College 

Bcmidji State College 

Brighain Young University 

California State College ^ Long Bea.ch 

University of California^ Los Angeles 

IMiversity of California^ Santa Barbara 

Chico State College 

Ft* Lei*7is College^ 

Center for Southwest Studies 

Fresno State College 

Ifervard University^ 

Graduate Sehool of Education 

Hurnboldt State College 



Montana State University 

University of Montana 

Navajo Coirdiiunity College 

University of Nevr Mexico 

University of New Mexico^ 

University of Oklahoma^ Phillips 

Collection 

Saerajiaento State Co3,lege 
Sa.n Francisco State College 
Sinte Gleska. College Center 
Sonoma State College 
Stanford University 
Utah State University 
Wesleyan University 
University of Wisconsin 
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SUrWSY I’Oi^M iiKD COVER L>;M-aER 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA 



BEriKELEV . DAVIS • IIWINE * LOS ANGELES ‘ TUVEESIDE • SAN DIEGO ■ SAN I HANCISCO 




OFFICE OF ': LIBH ARYAN 



SANTA B ARB ARAj CALI FORNTA 93106 

February 4, 1971 



V/e of the University of California at Santa BsiFbara are planning a program of 
library service for and about Native Americaois* This complements a aimilar action 
of United Native Americans of UCS3 v/ho are in the process of developing an academic 
program. V/ith the cooperation of our University Librarian^ Dr. Donald C. Davidson, 
we have begun developing initial enrichment of our collection and are thinking as 
Well about additio^^al programs of service. We have actively cooperated v/ith interested 
students and faculty and believe that v/e have nov/ a rathei'' complete picture of needs 
on this campus. 

Just as we believe that v/e are beginning to meet the needs on our campusi we also 
recognize our limitations and feel that v/o must now put our plans and ou_r iddas to 
work in 'the moat constructive v/ay possible# With this idea iax mindf v/e are asking 
your help in a survey of the status of Native American Library programs. Copies of this 
survey are being sent to Native Studies departments and to academic libraries 
throughout the country. 

The data we obtain from this survey will be compiled into a *^state of the art” 
report* This report should be of assistance to all those nov/ involved v;ith Native ^ 
Atnerican programs as well as those interested in developing programs of their own# 

Please complete the attached queBtionaire and return as soon as possible to me. 

If you v/ould like a copy of the report, please check the box provided# 



Thank you for your assistance • 




California Indian Education Association 




Charles Tov/nley fy 

American Indian Bibliographer 
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SURVEY OF LIBRARY RESOURCE OF SELECTED NATIVE AMERICAN 
PROGRAMS IN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Part 1 Jnformstion about the Native American Studies Program, in general 

1. Name of reporting Instltutfon: 

2. Title of program: 

3. By vjhat division, department or unit of the Institution is the program 
admi n1 stered : 

4. Name of program director: 

5» Number of students Involved In the program: Natve Amer lea n Othe r 

6. Number of faculty and staff Involved In the program: Native Amer ! ca n Other^ 

7- Date program was started; 

8. Source of funding; Present funding period: 

9* Do you actively cooperate with the I nsti tut I onal library*? Ye s No 

Describe: 



10 . Do you believe that this program In one form or another will continue after the 
current funding period has terminated? Ye s N o Comments: 



Part 11 Information about the programs In House LI brary/BI b1 I ography Programs: 

1. Do you have a program of library services for or about f^ative Americans? 

Yes No (if answer Is r^gatlve, fill out Information at the bottom 

of page two and return the form.) 

2. Title of 1 I brary/b I b1 I ography program: . * . 

3. Name and title of 1 I brary/b I bl I ography program director: 

Source of funding and amount: 

5^ Number of staff: 

*6; Number of hours alloted per week: * 

7# Number of volumes: 



Part M I 

If your library now has a program operating 
first column* Check the second If one Is to 

.1^ Separate reading room or collection 



n any of the following areas, 
be started before 1973* 

1971 1973 



check th 



2. Reference service by specialist 

3. Bibliographies 

4^ Separate or expanded catalog 



5* Expanded aquisition program 
6- Research service for faculty' 

7, Other special services (Please describe): 
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State in gonoral the , nature, purpose , .obj act I ves , and scope of library bibUoqraphy 
program. Incficato servf ces- provi ded, target group served, evidence of sucess, etc. 
Be as specific as possible In 150-200 words* - 




i 

i 

I 



/ 







Permission to use name of Institution in report* Yes No 

Copy of report desired: . ' ^ 

Name and title of person preparing the report: 

Date . 

Return to: Charles Townley, American Indian Bibliographer 
University Library 

University of California ; 

Santa Barbara, Calif* 93106 

Our library Is Interested in all publications of your departmant or library on 
Native Americans. Can you supply a price list? 



Er|c , -11 



